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I-35 W over Mississippi River
Minneapolis, MN

Investigation of the Cause for the Collapse

Studies of the collapse led the investigators to the main river 

span (7) to look for the cause of failure.

Span 

7

456 

feet

Collapsed August 1, 2007
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I-35 W over Mississippi River
Minneapolis, MN

Investigation of the Cause for the Collapse

Construction on the Bridge before the Collapse

Å Work involved concrete and joint repair, lighting and guardrail 

installation 
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I-35 W over Mississippi River
Minneapolis, MN

Investigation of the Cause for the Collapse

Location of Equipment and Stockpiled Material
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I-35 W over Mississippi River
Minneapolis, MN

Location of Equipment and Stockpiled Material

PP10

PP11

Const. Equipment ïConc Mixer, 

Water Truck, Cement Tanker 

(210,000 lbs)

Location of U10 to L10 

(Fractured Gusset Plates

Sand Stockpile = 200,000 lbs

Gravel Stockpile = 185,000 lbs
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I-35 W over Mississippi River

Main Truss Recovery Area
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I-35 W over Mississippi River
Minneapolis, MN

Investigation of the Cause for the Collapse

Physical Inspection of the Recovered Structure Identified gusset 

plate failures at U10, U10ô, L11 and L11ô
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